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Contributed by Gary Zimmerman 

 

Many family history researchers have learned to use the Internet Archive 

(www.archive.org) but few have discovered the Open Library 

(www.openlibrary.org).  This is a resource that allows you to check out or 

“download” digitized books for a finite period and then the file disappears from 

your computer and someone else can borrow the same book. 

      

The Open Library began with the idea of having a single page for every title 

published and links to where that book could be found.  As more libraries 

began to digitize their collection, the possibility of temporary access to those 

digital books became a reality.  Local regional library systems have been using 

that approach for their own customers for a number of years, but the idea of 

directly borrowing a book from a library across the country is a new concept.          

The Open Library now offers over 250,000 eBooks for temporary borrowing or 

“checking out.”  Of course, they already offer over 1,000,000 free e-books by 

linking you to places like the Internet Archive. 

      

When you download a book for a specific time interval, the commonly used 

Adobe Reader will not work for the loaned book.  Adobe Reader doesn’t 

handle the fixed time loan of a digital file.  You need to use an Adobe Digital 

Reader, a different program, but it will hold the book for the specified time 

interval and then remove the file from your computer. 

      

The lending library sets the ground rules on how long you can have the file 

before it expires.  For some libraries, the loan time is three weeks, for some it is 

only two weeks. 

Continued on page 6 

http://www.archive.org/
http://www.openlibrary.org/
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Josephine C Frost, a prolific genealogist  

 

 

 

Genealogists who create and 

leave behind good reports of 

their investigations are a great 

resource for subsequent 

generations of researchers.  An 

example of this kind of service 

can be found in the work of 

Josephine C Frost, who died in 

Brooklyn, New York, on New 

Years Eve, 1942.   

Born in Warren, Massachusetts, 

in the 1860’s, to Leon and 

Samantha Mayou, she wrote 

about her mother’s descent  

from pioneer families in 

Virginia, Maryland and Ohio, 

but spoke little about her 

father.  She was married to a 

man named Stillman, with 

records little more than stating 

that he was her first marriage.  

In November, 1902, she 

entered into a second marriage 

with a physician, Dr. Samuel 

Knapp Frost.  Dr. Frost was a 

lineal descendant of William 

Frost who settled in Oyster 

Bay, Long Island. His wife  

Contributed by Gary Zimmerman 

became intrigued  with his family and she began to contact his relatives and try to learn more about his seven 

generations since the arrival from England of William Frost.  In 1912, she published an extensive genealogical 

treatise about this Frost family (and years later, she published an update with even more details on the family.)  

The subtitle of her Frost Genealogy was “showing connections never before published with the Winthrop, 

Underhill, Feke, Bowne and Wickes Families.” 

     Josephine became “hooked” on the process of verifying family information and learning how to seek out 

valid evidence to corroborate the stories she was collecting.  She became active in the Long Island Historical 

Society.  She met other family researchers.  Soon she was creating new resources for her own use and for 

others to benefit as well. 

     The Oyster Bay Frosts were active in the Quaker community on Long Island.  Josephine needed to learn 

more about the records of the Quakers and she soon began to tabulate the information in the records of many 

New York monthly meetings and present them in a way that could be easily accessed by other researchers.  

With the background details in these records, she also took on work for other families and other historians 

who asked for her assistance.  Each endeavor resulted in thoughtful publication of her efforts. 

     One of her sources in the Long Island Historical Society was Henry Onderdonck, Jr., who in the early 

1860’s had copied the records kept by the Reverend Thomas Poyer, the rector of the Episcopal churches at 

Jamaica, Newtown and Flushing on Long Island.  Onderdonck had given his manuscript to the Historical 

Society and it was from that document that Josephine organized the material and published in 1913 with the 

same care that she put into the Frost Genealogy. 
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VIEWING QUAKER RECORDS  

 

 

 

Contributed by Gary Zimmerman 

Josephine C Frost’s transcription of Quaker Monthly Meeting records usually was done on a typewriter on 

individual sheets of paper.  When these records were prepared for on-line viewing, both sides of the page 

were filmed, so each “leaf” is photographed twice.  Even so, the image on the following leaf often shows 

through the previous page.  As you enlarge the images in your browser, most of the pages will be clear 

enough to read. 

 

Quaker marriages, births, deaths, slaves, from Nine Partners M.M. in Dutchess County, New York, by 

Josephine C. Frost is available at the HathiTrust in full view.  The original is from the Library of Congress 

and can be read at http://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/009578626 .  Separate sections cover marriage 

intentions, marriages, births in the marriage book, deaths in the marriage book, and manumission of slaves. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the records of the Mens’ Meeting Marriage Intentions we find details of when an intention to wed has 

been presented publicly.  This is comparable to the announcing of the banns in other religions.  Typically, 

the intention will be recorded for two consecutive meetings.  When there is no negative reaction, the 

couple is free to get married and when the marriage is completed, the record in the next Mens’ Meeting 

will record that the matter has been “reported accomplished.” 

http://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/009578626
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VIEWING QUAKER RECORDS  

 

 

 

Continued from page 3 

If a Quaker chose to be married outside of the Quaker community, they would be usually be “disowned.” 

 

 

The actual marriage records are recorded separately.  The documentation gives the details of when the 

ceremony occurred and documents all persons who were present for the occasion.  The record also 

indicates the parents of each party to the marriage. 
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VIEWING QUAKER RECORDS  

 

 

 

Continued from page 4 

The section on Births in the Marriage Record is a creation of Josephine Frost’s as she organized the facts to 

be of most help to genealogical research.  She assembles a “family group” record for this publication. 

 

 

Deaths are also recorded in this MM in the Marriage Book.  Note that the surname in this example is the 

same as the previous record, but it is not the same household. 

Finally, this record book has a section on Manumission of slaves.  Note that two couples, probably 

brothers, each are freeing two slaves that appear to be the same male and female.  Perhaps the 

household of the two brothers shared the slaves or perhaps the slaves had a few common names and 

two households each had two slaves with the same name. 
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VIEWING QUAKER RECORDS  

 

 

 

Continued from page 5 

 

 

 

Not every Josephine Frost record online is as legible as these examples, but remember that her typewritten 

pages were being generated before early in the 20th Century and she did seem to keep her typewriter keys 

clean! 

THE OPEN LIBRARY AS A GENEALOGICAL 
RESOURCE  

 

Continued from page 1 

The Open Library aspires to having one webpage for every book ever published.  The information on 

many of the “pages” is still sketchy, so if you have access to a book, you are invited to add additional 

details to the Open Library page for that book. Explore what is available at the Open Library and 

supplement the available information from your own collection.  Someone will be grateful for your 

contribution! 

     The lending library sets the ground rules on how long you can have the file before it expires.  For some 

libraries, the loan time is three weeks, for some it is only two weeks. 

     The Open Library aspires to having one webpage for every book ever published.  The information on 

many of the “pages” is still sketchy, so if you have access to a book, you are invited to add additional 

details to the Open Library page for that book. Explore what is available at the Open Library and 

supplement the available information from your own collection.  Someone will be grateful for your 

contribution! 
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Newly acquired books are processed by cataloguing, 

entering the Fiske Library holding information into 

WorldCat, affixing ownership barcodes to bound 

books (on the back cover and on the title page). 

Once they are finally on the shelving in the library, 

they appear in our “Recent Acquisitions” list in the 

Newsletter.  Library of Congress call numbers [in 

square brackets below] will quickly lead you to the 

material on the shelf at the Fiske Library. 

If the LC number is followed by PAWA, the book 

must be retrieved from other library collections 

within the building.  Ask a volunteer for assistance. 

 

NEW ENGLAND 

Early records of the Town of Dedham MA   v. 3  

1636-1659   v. 4  1659-1673  [F74.D3 D4 2001] 

 

History of the Early Settlement of Newton, County 

of Middlesex, MA, from 1639 to 1800   [F74.N56 

J12 2002] 

 

NEW YORK AND MIDDLE ATLANTIC 

STATES 

History of the Big Spring Presbyterian Church, 

Newville PA 1737-1898  [F157.C8 S96 2008] 

 

Pennsylvania Births, York County, 1730-1800  

[F157.Y6 H85 1998] 

 

Assateague (MD)  [F187.E2 W7 1972] 

 

ATLANTIC SOUTH 

History of the Battle of Point Pleasant  (VA or WV)  

[E83.77 .L68 1974] 

 

Tidewater Virginia in Color  [F227 .R65] 

 

Loudoun County VA Tithables 1758-1786  3 volumes 

with indexes   [F232.L8 H54 1995] 

 

Abstracts of Order Book “O,” Patrick County VA  

June 1791-August 1800  [F232.P3 A618 1984] 

 

Miscellaneous Records of Patrick County VA  

[F232.P3 B37 1999x] 

 

Patrick County VA Deed Book 1, 1791-1801   

[F232.P3 P28 1997] 

 

Grayson County (VA): a Hstory in Words and Pictures  

[F232.G7 G73 1976] 

 

Pioneer Settlers of Grayson County (VA)  [F232.G7 

N95 1975] 

 

Shenandoah County (VA) Marriage Bonds  1772-1850  

[F232.S47 A8 1993] 

 

Manassas City Cemetery, A.K.A. West End Cemetery 

and  Citizen Cemetery  (VA)  [F234.M2 M25 1990] 

 

Cumberland County, North Carolina, Marriage Bonds, 

Series II  [F262.C9 M37 1964] 

 

1850 Census of Horry County (SC)  [F277.H6 W66 

1980] 

 

Charleston  Come Hell or  High Water – a History in 

Photographs  [F279.C443 C46 1992] 

 

Liberty Hall Academy – the early history of the 

institutions which evolved into Washington and Lee 

University  [LD5871.3 .M34 1979] 

FISKE  LIBRARY  SUMMER ACQUISITIONS  

Page 7 
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FISKE  SUMMMER  LIBRARY  ACQUISITIONS  

Continued from page 7 

 

LOWER MIDWEST 

Flowering of the Cumberland  (KY)  [F442.2  .A69 

1984] 

 

Seedtime on the Cumberland  (KY)  [F442.2  .A7 

1983] 

 

Clay County (KY) Ancestral News  assorted issues 

1988 – 2013  [F457.C57 C53] 

 

Clay County, Kentucky – History and  Families   

[F457.C57 C583 1994] 

 

Heroes and Skallywags – the People who Created 

Clay County KY  [F457.C57 H68 2010] 

 

Crittenden County, Kentucky – Births, Deaths, etc  

[F457.C66 J465 1992] 

 

Death Records of Pioneer Missouri Women 1808-

1849  [F465 .S749 1981] 

 

Immigrant Women in the Settlement of Missouri  

[F466 .B96 2005] 

 

UPPER MIDWEST 

History of Hancock County (OH)  [F497.H3 B3 

1989x] 

 

History of Columbiana County (OH) record of 

wills, vol 6 (1880-1883)  [F497.C6 B435 1984] 

 

1820 Census of Meigs County, Ohio  [F497.M53 

U5 1820] 

 

1840 Census of Meigs County, Ohio  [F497.M53 

U5 1840] 

 

Linton Township, Coshocton County, Ohio  [F499.L74 

B35 2000] 

 

Index to James Hervey Stewart’s “Recollections of the 

Early Settlement of Carroll County, 

Indiana”   [F532.C3 S8 Index] 

 

Crawford County (IN) Marriage Index 1818 to 1996  

[F532.C8 B87 2008] 

 

Walsh Heritage: a Story of Walsh County (ND) and its 

Pioneers  [F642.W3 W34 1976] 

 

AMERICAN WEST 

A Brief History of Butte, Montana – the World’s 

Greatest Mining  Camp  [F739.B8 F8 1969] 

 

Union Guide to Photograph Collections in the Pacific 

Northwest  [F851 .U56 1978] 

 

A Century of Service – the Puget Power Story  

[HD9685.U7 P923 1987 (PAWA)] 

 

Prickly Pear  (college annual of Intermountain Union 

College, Helena MT)  1923-27  [LD2535 .I2] 

 

The  First Sculptor of Seattle  [NB235.S4 P68 2014  

(PAWA)] 

 

PUBLISHED AMERICAN GENEALOGIES 

Connecticut Barbers – a Genealogy of the Descendants 

of Thomas Barber of Windsor, Connecticut   second 

edition   [CS71.B24  2001] 

 

Faris Family of Bloomington, Indiana  [CS71.F2464 

1989] 

 

The Gibson and  Related Families  [CS71.G45 1991] 



 

Folklore of the Scottish Highlands  [GR145.H6 R68 

1993] 

 

REFERENCE WORKS 

A Who’s who of Your Ancestral Saints  

[BX4655.3 .K66 2010] 

 

German Genealogist  (Issues 7-29)  [CS42 .G77] 

 

German Genealogical Digest  (volumes 1-20, most 

issues)  [CS610 .G47] 

 

Scottish-American Wills  1650-1900  [E184.S3 D64 

1991] 

 

Basic Portuguese Paleography (English edition)  

[Z115.P8 B37 1978] 

 

MAPS 

Historical  Plat maps of Coles County IL  [G1408.C65 

N5 1982] 

 

Historical Atlas of  New Mexico  [G1506.S1 B4 1969] 

 

Somerset County, Maryland  [G3843.S6 E635 

1976 .S6] 

 

Plat Book of Vanderburg County, Indiana  [G4093.V3 

G46 1920z .H5] 

 

Wagner’s Complete map of Springfield, Ohio, and 

environs  [G4104.S5 1931 W3] 
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Continued from page 8 

History of Hugh Carroll Hargrave family  

[CS71.H275 2008] 

 

Adelle Bartlett Harper’s Family Lines – a Loving 

Tribute to our Southern Heritage  [CS71.H289 1973] 

 

Genealogical History of the Maple/Mapel Family in 

America  [CS71.M296 1993 PAWA] 

 

Morse Society newsletter  1997-2011  [CS71.M885] 

 

Descendants of John Nelson, Sr. – Mary Toby, 

Stafford County VA  1740-1959   [CS71.N43 1961] 

 

Pratt Family or the Descendants of Lieut. William 

Pratt, one of the First Settlers of Hartford and 

Saybrook  [CS71.P914 1864]   NOTE:  held for 

rebinding 

 

EUROPE 

Scots-Irish Links 1575-1725  Part One and Part Two  

[CS486.S36 D63 2001] 

 

County Mayo Chronicles  (IRE)  assorted issues 

1990-1999  [CS497.M38 C47] 

 

Researching in Germany – a handbook for your visit 

to the homeland of your ancestors  [CS613 .M56 

2001] 

 

Surnames of Scotland – their origin, meaning and 

history  [CS2435 .B55 1996] 

 

Clans, Septs and Regiments of the Scottish 

Highlands, 3rd edition  [DA880.H6 A6 2006] 

 

FISKE  SUMMER  LIBRARY  ACQUISITIONS  
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Would you like to volunteer in a fun and 

stimulating environment? The Fiske Library is a 

non-profit organization run solely by volunteers. 

We welcome anyone with or without library 

experience. Please contact Gary Zimmerman at  

(206) 328-2716 or stop by to visit us.  

 

 

 

We appreciate the contributions by the following 

supporters of the Fiske Library.  Since the last 

newsletter, donations have been catalogued and added 

to the collections on the shelves.  There often is a lag 

between the date of the actual donation and the 

completion of the cataloguing, book repair, and 

placement in the active collection.  Each of these titles 

may be located through the WorldCat catalog, 

available from the home page of the Fiske Library 

website. 

President Gary A. Zimmerman 

Treasurer Ann Owens 

Secretary Carolyn Blount 

Technology Director Dave Brazier 

Directors Gretchen Furber 

Karl Kumm 

Mary Peters 

F ISKE  BOA RD  

VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED 

OUR  APPRECIATION  
FOR  BOOK  

DONATIONS  

Anonymous 

Carolyn Blount 

Marysville Stake LDS 

George Nelson 

Audrey Bowne 

Mildred Eaton  

Puget Sound Genealogical 

Society 

Estate of Dorothy Amis 

Everett Family History 

Center 

Snohomish County Family 

History Center 

Family History Library 

Allison Fay Ebert 

Mary Stoebuck 

Tillicum Chapter, 

WSSDAR 

Genealogical Society of 

South Whidbey Island 

Jimi Virnie 

Sandra Warren 

Ralph Gibson 

Priscilla C Greenlees 

Woman’s Century Club 

(Seattle) 

Hugh Carroll Hargrave 

Bill Hough 

Gary Zimmerman 

Carol Johannson 

Lenox Family 

 

ED UCATIO N  N E W S  

Education classes at the Fiske will resume on 

September 16, 2015. Look for the classes in the 

next newsletter or check out our website at 

www.fiskelibrary.org and look for updates. 

Classes sponsored by the Fiske Genealogical 

Foundation are open to all. Most classes are held 

in the street-level room of Pioneer Hall, located 

in Seattle’s Madison Park neighborhood. Tuition 

for all classes is $5 individually, or you may buy 

a quarterly pass to the weekday seminars for $35. 

Annual passes to the Fiske Library are $50, and 

can be enhanced to $85/year, which includes all 

three quarters of weekday classes (30 classes), plus 

full use of the library and a subscription to the 

quarterly newsletter.  

http://www.fiskelibrary.org
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FISKE  LIBRARY  HOURS  

Monday 10:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Wednesday 12:00 noon to 6:00 pm 

Thursday 1:00 pm to 6:00 pm 

Friday 
Reserved for research groups (greater than 8 persons) from outside the 

greater Seattle Area. Contact the Library to make reservations. 

Saturday 10:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Sunday 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm, 2nd and 4th Sunday of every month 

The Fiske Genealogical Foundation is 

a nonprofit service organization that 

provides genealogical training and 

resource materials. 

The Fiske Genealogical Foundation 

Newsletter is published four times per 

year by the Fiske Genealogical 

Foundation, 1644 43rd Avenue East, 

Seattle, WA 98112; phone (206) 328-

2716. 

email gzim@fiskelibrary.org 

web site http://www.fiskelibrary.org  

Editor and Publisher 

Cindy Walton 

editor@fiskelibrary.org 

Technical Director 

Dave Brazier 

Contributing Editors 

Gary A. Zimmerman 

 

 

 

FISKE GENEALOGICAL 

FOUNDATION FEES 

Daily Use Fee $5. 

Annual Library Pass $50. 

Annual Family Pass $70. 

Wednesday Seminar Series 

(10 sessions) $35. 

Annual Library Pass 

plus Full Year Seminar Series 

(30 sessions) $85 

Newsletter—Mail Subscription 

$6 for 4 Issues 

F I S KE  GE N E A L O GI C A L  FOU N DA TI ON  
PA TRON  AN D  N E W S L E TTE R  I N FOR MA TI ON  

D ONATIONS  ACCEPTED  ONLINE  

You can now make your donations online. Just go to our website at  www.fiskelibrary.org and choose the 

donation button. Your donation is safe with our secure website and remember your donations are tax 

deductible.  

mailto:gzim@fiskelibrary.org
http://www.fiskelibrary.org/
mailto:allahyar@u.washington.edu
http://www.fiskelibrary.org/


Fiske Genealogical Foundation 

1644 43rd Avenue East 

Seattle, WA  98112-3222 

Return Service Requested 

Fiske Library is located 

on the lower level of the 

Washington Pioneer Hall. 

¶ Drive east on E Madison Street to the third crosswalk 

after reduced speed zone of 25mph. The crosswalk has 

a yellow blinking light.  A one-way street sign is on 

your right. 

¶ Turn right and follow E Blaine Street to the end of the 

street. 

¶ The Washington Pioneer Hall faces onto 43rd Ave. E. 

The Fiske Genealogical Library is located on the lower 

level of the building. 
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